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Dear Parents/Carers...
Welcome to the first edition
of the CWA newsletter for the
academic year 2020/21.
We would like to offer a huge
welcome to all of our new
parents/carers across Chiltern Way Academy. For your
information, we produce this
termly newsletter to update
you on the learning of our
students at all of our campuses.
It has been a challenging year
for us all and we have been
delighted by the resilience
shown by our students and
staff at CWA.
We opened during lockdown and school holidays, to
support those who needed it
most and were delighted to
receive recognition from the
Department for Education for
this. We are also very proud of
our current attendance, 87%,
which is higher than the average in all state schools across
the UK (85%), according to
the Government website.

Turning Futures Around

We know that the pandemic
has negatively impacted on
the mental health of many
people, which is why we are
so keen to have our students
in school to provide some
form of normality and also
to provide opportunities for
social interaction.
The reduction in opportunities for all of us to social interact as we normally would, has
been one of the most difficult
challenges of the pandemic.

Important Academy
Dates
Autumn Term
3rd September- 18th December
Spring Term
5th January-6th April 2021
Spring Half Term Holiday
15th February-19th February 2021

It is our great pleasure to welcome another new Campus
to Chiltern Way Academy.
On 1st November 2020,
Chiltern Way Academy Wokingham became part of the
Chiltern Way Academy Trust.
Miss Martin, Mr Tavender and
I had been supporting the
school, previously known as
Northern House Trust Wokingham from 1st September
2020, completing school
improvement on behalf of the
Department for Education.
On 1st November, staff and
students transferred to CWA
and we are delighted that
they have.

In this issue...

New 4G pitch
Christmas Jumper Day - Save
the Children Charity Prestwood raised £95.90!
New Pump Track
Venture Design Museum
Competition
Upcycling Wooden Chairs
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The common thread within
all our schools, staff/parents/
carers all working together
to support our students to
achieve their potential, is
already evident at CWA Wokingham.
We are proud of what we have
achieved together so far and
are optimistic that the future
will be even more positive.
The learning, both academically and emotionally, that has
been taking place at all four
campuses has been fantastic.
Despite the challenging circumstances, our students are
performing brilliantly, we are
very proud of them. We hope
you enjoy viewing some of
these in this newsletter.

Turning Futures Around

We would like to wish all our
parents/carers, students, staff
and Governors the happiest
of holidays and for those who
celebrate it, we wish you a
very merry Christmas and we
hope you all have a positive
new year!
Kind Regards,
Gary Regan
Director of Schools

In this issue

Here we are Wendover
and Prestwood Campus’
as one Academy
Newsletter. This bumper
issue is packed with
articles from across the
Acaedemy from year 7 to
post 16. We celebrate
antastic achievements
and wonderful examples
of outstanding work.

CWANEWS

New 4G pitch for Wendover students
Students at Chiltern Way Academy in
Wendover are enjoying their new all
weather 4G sports pitch. The new facilities are allowing more students to
access sports as part of their lesson
time, as well as at break and lunch.
“We are really enjoying the extra
space to play football in our free
time, developing our skills and teamwork”
Year 11 student.

The 4G pitch is a great addition
to the school’s already impressive
sporting facilities, and integral to the
school’s curriculum.
“PE is an extremely important part of
the school curriculum for our students. It develops teamwork, social
skills and supports regulation. The
students are really benefiting from
the new facility.”
Mrs Andrews, Deputy Head

Turning Futures Around
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Wheely hard work going on at Wendover
Earth left over from school
building works has left a great
opportunity for the students
to build their own bike Pump
Track.

Fig 1: Year 10 student CKW sets to work.

The work is being completed
by our year 10-12 students
under the guidance of CWA
teacher Matt Rush and Ian
Warby from Firecrest Mountain Biking- a specialist in
Mountain Bike Skills at Aston
Bike Park.
Mr Rush who delivers the
Duke of Edinburgh course at
the school was looking into
ways of engaging the students and covers the requirements of the course. Building
the Pump Track will give
students vital construction
experience and a great new
resource for physical fitness.
Elements of Maths, Science,
Design and Technology,
Construction, Landscaping
and Horticulture are involved.
In addition, the project
promotes life skills such as
problem solving, teamwork,
communication, patience and
resilience.

Turning Futures Around

A pump track is a circuit of
rollers, banked turns and features designed to be ridden
completely by riders "pumping” - generating momentum
by up and down body movements, instead of pedalling or
pushing.

Fig 2: The vision of how the pump track will eventually look.

Once the track is finished our 6th form students will set up an
enterprise project around marketing the pump track for hire.
This will form part of our entry for the Peter Jones Foundation ‘Tycoon Enterprise 2020 Competition’. We will update Wendover
News readers of how we get on in the competition!
For information regarding the Pump Track or if you can help in
anyway please contact Matthew Rush directly at the school at
mrush@chilternway.org
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Extended Day - Wendover
Extended day has been a little different this half term as we
have not been off site…
So, we have made the most of our onsite facilities. The students gutted and prepared their own food to cook on the
open fire. They then finished off with card games and a good
social around the fire.

Turning Futures Around
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Year 7 - Prestwood
The students of 7AP have
shown tremendous growth
since the beginning of the
year and are starting to find
their place at Prestwood.
We have seen some lovely
friendships develop among
the students, who are continually supportive of one
another.
The students have managed themselves in a time of
change and unpredictability
and should all be extremely
proud of themselves!

The class has thrived with
hands-on activities, especially those that can complete
using their creativity. It will be
great to see what each of the
students can come up with in
our units to come!
In English, we have been
working on a novel study. The
students have been really engaged with the book “Holes”
by Louis Sachar, displaying
various skills such as inferencing and making predictions.

In PSHE, the students have
been working on conversation skills – playing games to
identify the different roles in
conversation and practicing
their skills in and outside of
the classroom – and recently
began a unit on independence.
In the coming weeks, we will
be exploring what it means
to be independent and the
importance of gaining independence for the short and
long-term.
In Maths, we have just finished our multiplication unit
and we are moving onto
fractions.

Turning Futures Around
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Year 7 - Prestwood cont’d...
Over the past few weeks, the students have put together ideas for a class reward system – creating this
system together, based on their ideas, has created a sense of motivation and helped to increase student independence in the classroom.
Each student has been working towards a self-identified target in order to earn a pre-determined
reward. Every single student is on track to earning their reward, as they’ve all been working hard to
improve themselves and achieve their targets.
One of our favourite memories from the past half-term was during a reward lesson – the students
spent their reward time playing together in the frost-covered field! There are so many more amazing
memories to be made in 2021!

Turning Futures Around
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Christmas Lunch - Prestwood
Friday 11th of December was our annual Christmas meal and Christmas jumper day which raised a
massive £95 for children in need.
For the Christmas lunch some of the students helped to decorate and prepare the tables and the
room and did a wonderful job of creating a lovely festive feeling in the dinning hall for the Christmas lunch.
The food was amazing and a big thanks goes to our wonderful kitchen staff Dorin and Callum who
put on a wonderful spread. Also a special mention to BPW in year 8 who did a great job of decorating the Christmas tree.

Turning Futures Around
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Designs for the Future - Wendover
Designs for the future
Students across Chiltern Way Academy, Wendover are entering in for this year’s Ventura Design
Museum competition. Mr Beagle, Assistant Head and Head of Visual Art said, “This is a fantastic opportunity for the students to gain some experience within the design industry and to respond to a
brief with links to enterprise whilst developing key soft skills.” We wish the students all the best in
the competition.
https://ventura.designmuseum.org/

Children in Need - Prestwood
Following the Children In Need mufti day at Prestwood we raised £56.

9

CWANEWS
PE - Bierton
This Term we have been focusing on getting our physical fitness up after lockdown!
KS2 has completed tennis, hockey, cricket and fitness circuit lessons. All classes have been keen to
get back to playing sport with our classmates after along time in lockdown, building their personal
skills in our personal unit of our Real PE curriculum.
KS1 have had great fun and enjoyment in playing tennis, cricket and dance. They have done so well
working together as a team and fully engaging in their PE lessons that they earnt themselves a glow
stick disco.
As a whole school we also participated in Joe Wicks 24-hour challenge for children in need, the students spent an hour completing the most exercises as possible in that time in order to complete our
children and need sports day this year.
Overall, it has been a successful and busy term back after a long time away from school!

Hospitality - Wokingham
This term has been great to get back to normality after lockdown.
We have all enjoyed getting to know each other and played lots of games to form new friendships.
Our topics this term have been really messy and hands on; Muck, Mess and Mixtures and Bounce.
We have created magic potions, lava lamps and exploding bags.
We made a lot of mess in class with bath jelly and foam.
All the boys in Hospitality have worked incredibly hard on their writing - producing some amazing
pieces that we are so proud of.
We have been on some exciting reward trips to the climbing centre and the skate park which we are
looking forward to doing again next term.
Our first term as Hospitality has been amazing, messy, exciting, and fun. I wonder what next term
will bring!

Turning Futures Around

10

CWANEWS
All smiles at Wendover
CWA Wendover continues to strive for the best ways to communicate with our students.

The nationwide rules around face coverings are being implemented around the school to help prevent the spread of Covid-19.
Our students have SEMH (Social Emotional and Mental Health) challenges and as such face coverings make their ability to communicate and read emotions much more difficult. At a time when our
students are already feeling more anxious this presents them with extra challenges.
Luckily at CWA we provide ourselves on being solution focussed and look for ways to help our
students succeed. Our staff have been issued with high quality face masks that incorporate a clear
panel around the mouth area. This allows students to be able to read facial expressions more easily
and be able to communicate with staff more successfully.
Importantly it also allows our fantastic students to see us smile!

Turning Futures Around
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Year 7 Science - Prestwood
This half term we have been
looking at separating mixtures.
This is a great topic and has
given us lots of opportunity
for practical work that the
students love.
We have used a range of different techniques to separate
different solids, liquids and
even gases. The image shows
FR separating water from salt,
he confirmed the metal content of the salt with a flame
test. (Picture to the right)
The confidence of the Yr7
students has really improved
this term and this has allowed
us to be more adventurous
in class, both classes were
able to separate alcohol from
water using distillation apparatus, it was a real team
effort to keep the temperature optimal and control the
condensation.

The confidence of the Yr7
students has really improved
this term and this has allowed
us to be more adventurous
in class, both classes were
able to separate alcohol from
water using distillation apparatus, it was a real team
effort to keep the temperature optimal and control the
condensation.

Year 8 Science - Prestwood
We have been looking at acids and alkalis, their properties, uses
and reactions with other substances.
There has been a lot of practical
work this term, one of the favourite
lessons was the creation of a pH
rainbow using different quantities
of acid and alkali to create different
pH values.
We also proved that and acid and
an alkali mixed together would
create a salt, CM managed to
evaporate the water from his solu-

Turning Futures Around
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KS3 Bushcraft/Horticulture - Prestwood
We have had a range of activities happening this term including wide games, friction fire
lighting and making bread.
Cooking is a firm favourite with
all classes and 8LF particularly
enjoyed the Hot Dogs.
The horticulture area has been
rather quiet recently, however
we have used the time to tidy
up some of the planting beds
and carry out repairs to the
shed. JD and JS added a window
and door latch, this will help
significantly in keeping out the
weather and making the tools
safe.

Turning Futures Around

Duke of Edinburgh
The students have been busy with a range of activities this term.
There are three sections to complete and we are working on them
simultaneously. This means that we are doing physical activities
such as boxing and walking, volunteering to build an adventure
trail through the woods and practicing the skill of archery.
We have been practicing navigation recently, to assist the students
photos of each path junction indicate the correct direction, by
combining map and photos the students have the confidence to
navigate whilst being able to relate the map the features around
them.
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Careers and Enterprise
It will come as no surprise to anyone that the job, employment and labour market is changing quickly and with the recent pandemic there are likely to be even bigger changes.
When looking at careers it is always a good idea to look at the latest Labour Market Information (LMI) to see where the growth areas are. Below is the latest infographic we have up
to June 2020.
This section shows
you the employment
rates and average
salary for the Bucks
area.
We can expect to
see some changes in
these numbers over
the coming months.

Here we can see the need for the highest
qualifications we can achieve and the need to
push ourselves and encourage our students
to be the very best they can be. As harsh as
it sounds we have to remember that there is
direct competition out there for college places,
apprenticeships and jobs. We need to be in a
good place to compete!

In this last graphic we can see the growth areas for employment in Bucks.
It is worthwhile looking at these growth areas when considering future careers
and the future availability of job opportunities.
However we must also be sensible and realise that if we have very few IT or computing skills then a career in IT is very unlikely and would be unrealistic. We need
to weigh up our students’ wishes and expectations against the reality of success.

Turning Futures Around
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Careers and Enterprise (continued)
There is a government expectation that schools track students’ like, dislikes and preferences
from the lower years of secondary school. The idea is that this will help students to develop an
idea of what career or area of employment they would like to enter. We all know that for the
majority of pupils that idea will change many times over a short period, and some will have no
idea at all!
Talking about the future
Having conversations at home about careers and possible pathways are a really important part of a young person’s development and understanding. What do they want to do later in life?
What would be the best pathway for them to get there? Whatever choices are made it is essential that students know why
they doing it? If it just seems like an easy route then is it actually
of any use to them? As parents and teachers it is vital we have
these conversations, but the conversations at home can have
the biggest impact.

What paths are open to me?
All of the following can be considered, but young people and
parents need to know why that choice is being made? What is
the long term goal?
• CWA Post 16
• Apprenticeships
• College courses
• Sixth form at a mainstream school
• Straight to employment

What to do next?
The first thing is to talk and explore what direction your son or daughter might want to go in, but also
why! Is it realistic? Will they cope with the pressure? What qualifications will they need? Will they get the
necessary qualifications? These are big things to consider.
Once you both have a good idea, explore and investigate what would be needed and the any relevant
college courses that could be followed.
It is NEVER too early to discuss careers, jobs and the future!

Turning Futures Around
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Public Services - Bierton
Welcome to Public Services!
This last term we have been very
busy. Fighting Super Villains in our
Superhero Topic while learning
what it takes to be a real-life superhero. Did you know a lot of people
in the Public Sector are Superheroes (especially during Covid-19).
Our favourite part of this topic was
Superhero Training and showing
our different strengthens!
For Autumn 2 term, we are discovering dinosaurs. Learning what the
history of dinosaurs are as well as
what a paleontologist is! We have
been very creative this half term,
making sock puppets, fossils from
salt dough and excavating dinosaurs from ice!
This term we have also participated
in Reading Buddies with Performing Arts. Performing Arts act like
our big buddies and help us with
our reading books! It has been a
unique and challenging term back
to school but we have enjoyed
every minute of it!

Turning Futures Around
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PE - Prestwood
Students this term have been
testing their fitness levels
through multiple components of fitness tests.
Students are comparing this
to normative data, identifying
their strengths and weakness
before recognising how their
lifestyle could affect their
future self.
Students have also been
doing offsite walks around
Prestwood & Great Missenden
to raise awareness for men's
health by supporting the Movember MOve challenge.
At Caldecotte students have been taking part in a variety of
sports, i.e. Rock Climbing, Abseiling, High Ropes, Leap of Faith,
Canoeing and Sailing.
These sports have been a great experience for some individuals as are they not only learning new skills, picking up a future
hobby or achieving levels to the specific sport, but they are also
developing their own confidence for any fears in life they may
encounter.

Turning Futures Around
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Agriculture - Bierton		

Prestwood - Arts

Agriculture has shown a great
effort in Phonics and English
this term.

As part of Art this term the students have been upcycling wooden
chairs, they have established links to the theme ‘Identity’ by creating a unique, individualised and bespoke piece of furniture that
represents them.

We love playing Phonics games
and activities with Mr. Bowyer everyday and it has really
helped us improve reading and
writing skills.

During the process they have learnt, improved and established
skills that they use not only in art but across the curriculum. As
you will see for the pictures, we have some very talented artists!

In English, we are learning to
write sentences independently
about lots of interesting things
- always using capital letters
and full stops!
Agriculture has enjoyed weekly behaviour trips with Public
Services this term.
Students that have modelled
safe behaviour in the classroom
have enjoyed going to Peterley
Farm and several parks in the
local community.
We can’t wait to continue this
in the New Year!
In the last few weeks of the
term, we will be opening our
own little Christmas Shop.
We are creating lots of different
decorations to sell back to our
friends at school - with play
money of course. By opening
up this shop we will be using
all sorts of skills we have developed over the term, including
Maths, creativity and planning.

Turning Futures Around
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MOvember - Prestwood
During November, some staff
at Chiltern Way Academy,
Prestwood took action by
growing their moustache to
become walking talking billboards for men’s health.
Students at CWA having being
doing the MOve challenge to
help raise money for Movember. Form groups were working together to use their time
in PE to commit to walking or
running 60KM (some classes
did more) over the month to
raise funds for men’s health.
That’s 60 kms for the 60 men
we lose each hour.

Turning Futures Around

Overall CWA Prestwood has
currently raised £900 and
walked 278KM.
We would like to say a massive thank you to everyone
who supported us and your
very kind donations.
Donations still welcome at
https://uk.movember.com/
mospace/14380582
Or scan the QR Code
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Food and Cooking skills - Wokingham
This year we have started a new qualification BTEC Home Cooking Skills. New Academy, New Qualification. We have used the BTEC levels developing the Food Curriculum
to inspire Home Cooking Skills.

Following on from this we have had a very busy term producing lots of exciting tasty foods. The
pupils have developed a wide variety of skills and techniques allowing them to be confident in
their own ability and giving them challenges as they progress throughout their learning.
Pupils have been using their creativity and imagination to design and make dishes that solve real
life contexts, considering their own and other’s needs and tastes.
Worldwide multi-cultural foods have been produced and pupils have been learning how to
extend their repertoire of dishes successfully using ingredients from
across the globe to flavour the foods we eat today. Experiencing this
range of foods and ingredients has helped the pupils make an essential contribution to the creativity, culture and well-being of society in
the UK and globally.
The lessons have been fun
and varied, with an emphasis
on practical activities associated with skills and knowledge development.
Our aim is for all pupils to
want to cook at home and
show the family the skills they
have learnt.

Turning Futures Around
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Food and Cooking skills - Wokingham cont’d...
The dishes made in class are
taken home to share and
enjoy if they have not already
been tasted, tested and eaten
in class!! Many pupils take
recipes home to make again
and the feedback (excuse the
pun!) from home has been
excellent.
We link all our lessons to
healthy lifestyles and home
cooking. The emphasis on
healthy eating and healthier
adaptations of favourite foods
has been very successful. We
have made our own versions
of Pot Noodle, Chicken Nuggets and popcorn, Chow
Mein, Pasta and Pizza.

Worldwide multi-cultural foods have been produced and pupils have been learning how to extend their repertoire of dishes successfully using ingredients from across the globe to flavour the
foods we eat today. Experiencing this range of foods and ingredients has helped the pupils make
an essential contribution to the creativity, culture and well-being of society in the UK and globally.
Traditional, classic dishes have also been created
using skills that can be carried across many cooking
areas. Fruit Crumbles, Scones (sweet and savoury),
Swiss Roll, Cheesecake and everyone’s favourite
Chocolate Brownies.

Turning Futures Around
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Food and Cooking skills - Wokingham cont’d....
As the Christmas festivities will soon be here we are of
course making fun celebration treats.
These will include a Yule Log, Christmas Cake, Gingerbread Houses, Shortbread and our newly discovered
Cinnamon Snickerdoodle Cookie.
The Food Department has continued to
support charity fundraising with Bake
Sales raising money. This included Children in Need Pudsey
cookies and coming up Christmas Jumper Day, Milk and Cook-

The staff team have also been cooking for Christmas and have been preparing and baking Christmas Cakes after school. This has been a relaxing and fun task, especially as some are not used to
baking and using equipment in the kitchen. We all have to learn, even if it is later in life! Even Mr
Regan is going to bake a cake!

We will continue to make the course exciting and creative, focusing on practical cooking skills to
ensure all pupils leave school with a thorough understanding of nutrition and food provenance.
Well done to all the fantastic cooks at Chiltern Way Wokingham, enjoy your Christmas break. We are
so proud of what you have achieved.
Looking forward to a busy and successful New Year.
Mrs Fletcher
Turning Futures Around
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PE - Wendover
Outdoor Education has continued as
normal this term with the exception
of powerboating.
Students have been able to participate in and enjoy activities such as
sailing, kayaking, rock climbing and
high ropes.
The weather has been very cold and
wet lately, but this does not seem to
have hampered spirits. Outdoor Education is such a vital element to our
curriculum as it enables our students
to develop socially, emotionally and
physically.
In the picture attached, students are
working together as a team to create
the highest crate tower. It requires
courage, skill and good communication!
Picture two shows how students
have to help each other to accomplish certain tasks.
Parents please remember to send
students in with warm clothing on
OE days, particularly gloves and a
change of clothes if they are to be on
the water.
Enjoy the Xmas break
Regards S Cristofoli

Turning Futures Around
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Online and E-Safety
As always we do our best to keep you informed about the latest potential online and media hazards
and to help you keep your children safe. Nothing can replace parents talking to their children about
this stuff and having the correct information to hand is important when doing so!
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/parent-and-carer-toolkit

Instagram Reels
What is Instagram Reels? This is Instagram’s latest feature and is being portrayed as Instagram’s version to TikTok. Users
will now be able to create 15-second videos using filters and music. Reels follows your privacy settings on Instagram so if
your child has a public account then anybody will be able to view their reels. Users can share their reel to the ‘Explore’ tab
where it can be seen by the wider Instagram community or it can be shared with their followers by on their Feed. Further
information You can find out more about Instagram Reels here:
· hiips://about.instagram.com/blog/announcements/introducing -instagram-reels-announcement

· hiips://www.net -aware.org.uk/news/what-is-instagram-reels/

Turning Futures Around
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Online and E-Safety
Do you own a Smart Speaker?
Have you set up appropriate safety settings for your Smart
speaker? Find out more here:
hiips://www.internetmatters.org/resources/smart-speakers-set-upsafe-guide/

Supporting your child with gaming
This is a fantastic resource to help you support your child whilst gaming. It includes tips on how to
help your child stay safe and how to set boundaries as well as signposting to further organisations if
you require further support.
hiips://youngminds.org.uk/find -help/for-parents/parents-guideto-support-a-z/parents-guide-tosupport-gaming/

Turning Futures Around
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Bushcraft - Wendover
The students have been very busy in the Bushcraft area. After a visit to a Turkey Farm, Mr Spence was
gifted a load of prime Bronze Turkey, and in the run up to Christmas, we have been cooking it up!
The students have enjoyed poaching and deep frying the turkey. We experimented with different
spices and dressings and found that the best was a dash of salt and pepper to bring out that lovely
smokey turkey

Turning Futures Around
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Staff Profile - Wendover
Chloe Johnson
Behaviour Support

Elizabeth Forsyth
Teacher

My name is Chloe Johnson and
I live locally in Aylesbury.

My name is Elizabeth Forsyth
and I am from Prince Edward
County, Ontario, Canada. I
have a university degree in
Mathematics and Psychology
and am a qualified secondary
maths teacher.

I have worked, previously, with
young men with the aim to
help them rehabilitate and turn
their lives around.
I enjoy playing rugby for the
local team and have been
teaching some of the skills to
the students at school.
I came to work for the Behaviour Team at Wendover so that I
could carry on supporting and
helping young people make
the right choices and set themselves on a positive and constructive path through life.
Although, I have only been at
Wendover a short while but
can say that I have enjoyed it
thoroughly; no two days are the
same and that means my days
are interesting and rewarding.

Turning Futures Around

I learned about Chiltern Way
Academy while completing
my teaching degree in Canada and was interested in
being part of a school that
promotes well-being, resilience and academic achievement in youth.
As a maths teacher at CWA, I
want to continue to foster this
among students, strengthening their problem-solving
skills to improve their mathematical reasoning as well as
develop greater independence in their everyday life.
Since starting at Wendover, I
am thankful to the staff and
students for welcoming me
at the school and have appreciated the support provided
as I settle in with living in a
new country and my teaching
position.
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Staff Profile - Wendover
Hello, my name is Erin Inglis and I am originally from
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada.
In university I received a
Bachelor of Music degree as
well as a Bachelor of Education with a focus on at-risk
youth.
Chiltern Way Academy was
introduced to me by my university in Canada, and I was
immediately drawn to the
school’s mission, as special
needs education is a personal passion of mine. I will be
teaching transition at the
Wendover campus and look
forward to fostering inclusivity and resilience in my
classroom while helping each
student reach their individual
potential!
The staff and students at
Wendover have all been
wonderfully encouraging
and welcoming to me since
I arrived, and I look forward
to continuing both teaching
at the school and learning
alongside the students.

Turning Futures Around

Hello All, my name is Will
Dodds. I’m 25 years old and I
was born in Hillingdon.
I’ve previously worked in
America and in a pupil referral unit in Buckinghamshire.
I’ve joined the behaviour
support team at Chiltern Way
Academy as I want to support
students in getting an education, I also have a passion for
working with special needs
children and giving them the
best chance in life.
I’ve very much enjoyed my
time at Wendover so far and
everyone has been very supportive in my first few months
at Chiltern Way Academy.

Adrienne Sproate, Assistant
Teacher
I am currently studying to
become a counsellor and I am
very passionate about helping others.
I previously worked at Stony
Dean in Amersham as a
Learning Support Assistant.
At Chiltern Way, I’m hoping
to be challenged a bit more,
whilst supporting the students in achieving the best
they can. So far, Wendover
has been great, everyone is
really friendly and supportive
and the students are inspiring
to work with.

In my spare time I enjoy going to the gym and seeing my
mates, my favourite sports are
Football and Boxing. My favourite football team are Middlesbrough and my favourite
boxer is Anthony Joshua.
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Worx - Prestwood
Year 7 have been working towards completing infinity mirrors as part of our Identity theme this term.
Students have designed and built their own mirrors to reflect their identity, hobbies and interests.
They have been using a variety of hand and power tools throughout sessions alongside DT machinery and have made a fantastic start to the year. Great effort 7KH and 7AP!

Year 8 have been working towards completing infinity mirrors, copper pipe lamps or speakers in Worx
this term. Again, students have come up with unique designs that reflect their identity and are working well on progressing. Some great effort and determination being shown by 8ACo and 8LF.

Year 9 students are currently working through upcycling furniture or creating resin river tables as
part of our Prestwood enterprise project. Students are showing some great determination, resilience and effort to continue making progress on such a difficult and time consuming topic.

Turning Futures Around
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Food Tech - Wendover
Once again, it has been another successful term in the food tech department, with the pupils enjoying making a variety of dishes.
Year 9’s have started on their BTEC level 1 home cooking skills and have been improving on their
pastry and presentation knowledge. There have been a few stand out students who have shown
they have the ability to, not only cook well, but to also be creative.
Year 10 continue to improve during their BTEC qualification and are constantly taking risks in their
cooking. They are getting very creative and I hope some of them are cooking family meals at home.
It’s been another great term working with all the pupils and we hope they take their culinary skills
home with them
Year 11 are working stoically towards their final pieces and are well on the way to passing their BTEC
course
Year 12 have been working towards their BTEC level 2 qualification in Food Production and cooking
and have made great progress in cooking more complex dishes and hopefully this will lead to them
gaining employment working in the catering industry
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Science - Wendover
This is a very small selection of the practical activities that have been going on this term!
Very well done to the students for planning and
completing good, worthwhile experiments that
expand upon their knowledge and interests.
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Art Department - Wokingham
Students in year 8/9 have
been learning about the 7
formal elements in art.
The students have been
working hard this term to
learn the primary, secondary
and tertiary colours. Lots of
fun was had when experimenting and mixing colours.
The students are embracing
and enjoying art lessons.
Well done!
Students in Year 10/11 have
been learning about the
street artist Banksy, they have
explored the political messages that are often part of
his artwork and have enjoyed
discussing what his motivation might be.

During Spring term the year
11 students will be designing
their own vehicles. They have
a choice of vehicles to design,
anything from a skateboard
to a quad!
HR was very excited about
the idea of designing his own
motorbike and couldn’t wait
till next year. He has thought
about the price, who it would
be suitable for and what
needs to be included on the
bike.
I am sure you’ll agree he has
some great ideas.

Inspired by his work they
have created their own
Graffiti ‘tag’ and Banksy
style portrait. These are
proudly displayed on
a brickwork art wall in
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Science Department - Wokingham
We started the Autumn term
studying Chemistry in science.
We focussed on Elements,
mixture and compounds
which is Component 3 of the
ELC Science specification.
The students enjoyed learning about different separation
techniques such as filtration,
crystallisation, chromatography, decantation to separate
mixtures that are not chemically combined. We were able
to carry out different handson experimental procedures
to test theories and to provide the basis for scientific
knowledge.
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Science Department - Wokingham
We explored metals and their ores, looking at different metals and testing their properties whilst
relating to their structures. The students were also able to look at a smart alloy, Nitinol and discuss
why it is classed as a memory shaped alloy.
The allotropes of carbon also provided an opportunity to decompose sugar to its core element.
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Science Department - Wokingham
This half term in Science, our
Students are learning Energy
in Physics which is part of
the Component 5 of the ELC
Science specification.
Energy can be transferred
usefully, stored or dissipated, but cannot be created or
destroyed.

We explored the idea of
efficiency as we focussed on
useful and wasted energy,
how we can save energy from
appliances in the home. In
the last couple of weeks, we
have focussed on the rate of
cooling of a building and testing the thermal conductivity
of the walls.

We studied the different ways
heat can be transferred and
the students were able to
demonstrate convection currents using their handmade
lava lamp

The students have put lots
of thoughts into designing
and planning their shoe box
house with their choice of
insulating materials and furnishing.
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Science Department - Wokingham
This has also doubled up as
the TDA (Teacher devised assessment) giving our students
an opportunity to complete
level 1,2, or 3 depending on
the year group
The students have enjoyed
the construction aspect of
the shoe box houses and it
is great to see those that go
to Pittstop use some of the
transferable skills from construction.
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Athlete Class - Wokingham
Last half term, Athletes class studied the topic of Bounce.
This involved lots of experimenting and testing of various sized balls to see how high they could
bounce and how far they could be thrown or rolled.
We also investigated what makes the best ball by making our own out of a range of materials. Mud
and dough weren't successful, but great fun was had in experimenting!
At the end of the term our students successfully ran a sports morning for the other Primary class.
This involved dribbling a football between cones in the fastest time, throwing a ball in a bucket and
trying to score the highest points and kicking a ball between two cones to show accuracy, skill and
precision.
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Athletes Class - Muck, Mess and Mixture - Wokingham
Currently we are looking at the topic of Muck, Mess and Mixture which as you can imagine has
involved getting quite messy.
We have explored many different materials to find out if they sink, float melt or can be mixed with
water. We have investigated this through art, science and cooking.
In literacy we have written instructions for recipes and used super adjectives to describe how materials look and feel. We have also used plasticine to create characters which we have then used as a
focus for our story writing. We have extended this by writing conversations between our characters
using speech marks.
In maths we have been working on adding and subtracting and converting between different units
of measurement.
We have also been learning about responding to emergencies in our life skills lessons. We are now
confident in knowing what to do if someone has burnt themselves or is choking.
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Armed Forces Class - Wokingham
In Autumn 1, Armed Forces class topic was Superheroes. We learnt about fictional and real life
heroes and learnt about their qualities. We wrote fact files about lifeguards and the police. We
had an interesting visit from PC Tom who told us all about the qualities needed to be a police
officer and answered all our questions.
We enjoyed our superhero morning which included our superheroes, in school made capes and
masks, investigated a mysterious substance and completed a puzzling trail.
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Armed Forces Class - Muck, Mess and Mixtures - Wokingham
Armed Forces Class mixed it up this term with a range of observations and experiments in English,
Art and Science lessons.
We have looked at properties of materials, tested absorption and had an extremely messy experimental art session.
We have also investigated reversable and irreversible changes and baked some delicious mixtures
into rocky road! We have investigated bubble mixtures, done marbling artwork and completed
some acrylic pouring art.
Pupils also mucked in producing their own “This is me” canvas using mixed media and techniques
they have developed this term.
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Bounce Sports Day - Wokingham
Armed Forces class had an
energetic afternoon attending the Bounce Sports Day.
All of the activities were
planned and run by students in Athlete class.
Thank you Athlete Class –
We had a ball!

We ate drank and were scary during the Primary Halloween Celebrations. Pupils came into school
dressed up for the day and we had a range of activities including playing what’s in the bag?, the
mummy game, spooky phonics and carving pumpkins.
It really did lift our spirits!
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Maths Department - Wokingham
It has been a busy term in
the maths department at our
newest campus.
Students have been working
hard, developing their knowledge and understanding in a
range of areas.
Year 5, 6 and 7

Year 8 and 9

Year 10

Both Year 8 and 9s have
recently been getting to grips
with ratios and learning to
share amounts by a given
ratio by practicing their mathematical skills using skittles
and money.

Year 10 have recently worked
hard in embedding their
knowledge of working with
fractions, from being able to
recognise and write equivalent fractions to being able
to add, subtract, multiply and
divide fractions.

All students have been learning about and using Numicon shapes to develop their
understanding of place value,
addition and subtraction and
they have applied this skill to
calculating the perimeter of
rectilinear shapes.

Turning Futures Around

42

CWANEWS

Maths Department - Wokingham
Year 11 have worked very
hard in preparation for their
IGCSE in mathematics exam
in January.
During the first half term, Year
11’s focused on their number
skills. We spent a week applying our skills to exam questions and real life questions
before moving onto consolidating their algebraic skills.
The week beginning 7th
December, students will have
their first round of mock
exams and we would like to
wish them the best of luck.
After we have finished our
mocks, each student will then
spend some time analysing
their mock paper so that we
can create a revision calendar
for the new year.

Marvellous MATHEMATICIAN
Many students have managed to achieve the Mathematician of
Week Award at least once for their efforts and focus within their
maths lessons but a special well done to
HC (Y10)
XA (Y10)
KM (Y9)
who are leading the race to be Mathematician of the Term!
Lastly, from the Mathematics department we would like to say
a big thank you to all the students and we hope you all enjoy
the Christmas Holidays.
Mrs West, Mrs Concannon, Mrs Padbury, Mr Anderson and Ms
Martin

Numeracy
This term we have introduced
STAR Maths, which is a numeracy assessment that all
students will complete every
half term so that we support
their development in numeracy.
We can’t wait to share our Improved Star Mathematicians
from this half term but in the
meantime, we would all like
to congratulate everyone for
completing their baselines
and we look forward to celebrating their success in the
next newsletter.
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English - Wokingham
The start of this academic year saw the students travelling all over the world.
The year 8s and 9s were stranded on a tropical beach, while the year 10s and 11s were fighting in
the Dystopian world of the Hunger Games. During this time lots of skills were learnt. In KS3 students produced some fantastic written work. Letters home and newspaper reports. Here are some
examples...
A letter home written by OSC (Y8)
Dear family
As I look around me, I cannot believe where I am. Behind me there are green palm
trees with huge spiky leaves bigger than my head. The waves are crashing and
booming on the mystical sandy beach. The air is misty and the flashes of lightning
light up the night sky. I feel paralysed. I am stone cold.
Forty nine days ago a raging storm hit my little boat. The boat got damaged and
sea water came in. I was paralysed with fear when the boat started to sink. I used
a piece of broken roof to float on and now I have ended up here. I drank sea water
through my clothes to filter it and I took some food from the boat before it sank,
this is how I have survived so far.
I’m going to make a fire out of wood and vines to keep me warm and cook on. I will make a spear
out of wood, that will help me hunt food and also keep me safe from predators.
Please send help.
I don’t want to be here forever
Love Ollie.

Newspaper article about a
rescue by Alfie East (Y9)
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English - Wokingham
Some mottos or precepts our
year 8 students think people
should live by!

Some spooky descriptions
from our year 11s. They set
the scene using personification and pathetic fallacy to
full effect!
An example of pathetic fallacy...
The heavy blanket of fog lays over the
gnarly tree and humongous, imposing
buildings. The lamps began to flickStudents that have
er as the night was going on. It was
earned English cerfoggy and damp. The downtrodden
tificates this term,
people gathered in the neglected
for extra effort or
doorways talking about what the
outstanding work include;
night might hold. The chill breeze
HC
howled as night went on. The creepy
AE
scene wasn't enough to get me anxMH
ious. However, the atmosphere was
DG
what did it. A big black cloud hung
JS
over the ghost town.
PP
HR
Max Hopkins
LH
Well done all!
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English - Wokingham

KS4 worked hard studying The Hunger Games.
They were able to make comparisons with the conventions of the Dystopian Genre and what is
happening in the world today. They spoke of the poverty, lockdown, the need to comply, how they
felt their freedom had been taken away and a feeling of oppression. The students were insightful
and engaged.
This is a description of the reaping written by a year 10 student.
The children around me flowed in like water filling the square. The weight of the dread felt by us all
dragged us down threatening to swallow us up completely. A puffy pink blob of a woman waddles
onto the stage like a penguin, as the rest of us are organized into boxes like products at a market.
We wait with baited breath for her to begin speaking, hoping, praying and practically begging to
whatever higher power may or may not exist that we are not chosen. She spoke in a shrill screech of
a voice with the unmistakable accent of someone who has lived in the capitol her whole life. I didn’t
pay much attention to the speech. It was the usual spiel about the treason of the districts, the eradication of district 13 and the introduction of the hunger games as punishment for those crimes.then
a ball of names was brought out onto the stage. A ball of hopes and fears, anxieties and dreads.
Written by: JC.
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English - Wokingham
During the second half of Autumn term we have been working on a variety of topics.
The year 8s have been studying the book Wonder and focusing on sentence structure and punctuation.
Year 9s have been studying the novel The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, they have been writing newspaper articles and descriptive pieces about the D-Day Landings.
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde has been the focus for year 10s, the book has a lot of challenging vocabulary
and the students have worked hard to get to grips with it.
They are currently working on their final draft of an opening to a Gothic Horror story, I’m very
proud of them this term, they have learnt a lot of new skills and they are stepping up to the challenge.
More Gothic Horror for the year 11s who have been reading The Woman in Black and learning the
conventions of this genre. They have learned how to create suspense, use pathetic fallacy, similes,
metaphors, sentence variety and powerful adjectives to make their writing interesting for the reader.
The students have produced some fantastic work, they are always proud to show it off. I’m really
pleased with their progress this term and hope you’ll join me in celebrating their achievements.
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PE - Wokingham
During the first term, the main
focus was on Football and basketball. The pupils used the
Astro area to develop their
football skills, through a variety of football drills and small
sided games.
We looked at the techniques
of striking the ball and we
played a range of adapted
games to improve dribbling,
passing and working together
as an effective team.
Highlight this term, was the
football match between staff
and pupils to raise money for
‘Children in Need’, the match
was a great success and something we hope will become a
regular fixture each half term.
The staff fortunately won this
match, but watch this space,
as I am sure the pupils will
want to reverse the win next
time.
As an alternative the pupils
have worked hard to develop
their basketball skills. Pupils
have also had the opportunity
to devise their own games,
which has enabled pupils to
develop cross curricular links
when giving instructions to
their peers.

We have been learning the
rules of the court, how points
are scored and how to win
the serve. We have also been
learning the five different
types of shot including,
serves, clears, smashes, drives
and drops. For many of our
pupils, Badminton has proved
really popular and many have
expressed and interest in having a badminton tournament
at lunchtimes, once the new
improvements to the school
sports hall have been made.
The Primary pupils have
been learning the skills of
Tag Rugby with Mr Anderson,
Mr Munro, Miss Padbury and
Miss West.
Each week we have made lots
of progress from basic passing of the ball, through lots of
fun games. They have been
learning the importance of
working together as a team,
line outs and the effective use
of space and strategy.

They have been combining all
of the skills they have learnt
to play tag rugby with rules in
place, to promote fairness.
The teachers have joined in
the matches and it has been
wonderful to see the children’s faces when they have
scored a try.
We look forward to being
able to use the Sports hall
again when it has had its
improvements made, this will
make a huge difference.

Many pupils in the second half
of the term have developed a
taste for Badminton,
particularly XA, JC, HC, JC
and KM (remember to ask Mr
Regan for his joke relating to
Bad-Minton!)
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Performing Arts - Bierton
Performing Arts class have
had an amazing Autumn term
filled with art, games and lots
of hands on learning!
We have been studying Space
as well as the Tudors in Topic. Students have enjoyed
making the phases of the
moon with oreos and learning about greed King Henry
VII and his many wives.
We’ve done experiments to
make our own craters and
crafted our own Tudor meal
as well! Cooking healthy
treats and snacks has been
part of our Lifeskills unit.
Students have made yummy
quesadillas, fruit kebabs and
mug cakes. In Art, we have
been exploring warm and
cool colours.
We’ve used mediums such
as paint, pastel and coloured
pencils to create some beautiful pieces which has made for
some very messy, colourful
fun.
We have had a fabulous start
to the school year and can’t
wait to see what 2021 has to
bring!
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Worx - Prestwood
Year 10 and 11 students are continuing to make great progress towards achieving their level 1 BTEC
in construction, with students working towards constructing a timber product for their first practical
unit.
Year 10 and 11 have also made great progress in their health and safety unit, almost completing this
in their first term is a great achievement, which will allow us to focus on more practical based tasks for
the remainder of their time in Key Stage 4.
Well done to all pupils so far
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Trades - Bierton		
In trades class this term we
have been very busy with our
two topics! ‘Land Ahoy and
Scrumdiddlyumptious’.
The children have enjoyed
making many different things
in our Land Ahoy Topic from
lighthouse to boats.
We also went on a trip to the
canal and raced boats along
a river.
After half term we started our
new topic ‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’ where the children have
been tasting lots of different
foods from around the world
and making different foods
and drinks.
In English we have been
working very hard as well
with the children writing a
non-fiction book with information about Captain Cook.
They have also been writing
poems and stories about
food. In ICT we have been
working on internet safety
and databases, the children
are becoming a whizz at using the internet.
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ITech - Prestwood
Students have been creative
and productive in iTech.
This term our theme has
been, ‘Identity’. Students are
working on their software
skills with programs like TinkerCad, 2D design and printing
in 3D with our MakerBot 3D
printers.
The attached pictures illustrate students’ creative results.
The materials are Lego, plastic
sheeting, preformed plastics
and metal parts.
The face masks are made on
the Vacuum Former and the
facial features are from broken gaming consoles. The
model vehicle identifies a
mode of transport powered
by a battery – identifying potential future of electric road
vehicles.
Don’t forget to
look at the parents evening
video presenting
the students’ exhibition of 2020.

Turning Futures Around

52

CWANEWS

Art - Wendover
Well done everyone for a
fantastic start to the year.
Year 10 worked hard this year
towards their Btec.
Year 8 have created some
wonderful pieces inspired by
Natural Forms.
To celebrate Black History
Year 9’s got creative with
image manipulation to create
some fantastic pieces.
Year 9 are also taking part in
this year’s Design Museum
Competition.
We would like to wish you all
a safe and happy holiday.
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Careers and Employability
What will happen to the job market?
A great deal has happened since our last newsletter and now, perhaps more than ever, we need
to consider the direction that our students want to take in the future. With impact of the Covid 19
pandemic and the necessary lockdown many companies will be facing difficulties and some, unfortunately, will not survive and go out of business. This, combined with the uncertainty around Brexit
and how this will affect the UK economy, will I’m sure give us challenging times ahead. The job market our children will go into looks uncertain for the immediate future at least.
Work Experience
It will be of no surprise to people that this year’s year ten work experience had to be cancelled. We
will of course look to give students as much exposure to real life working environments as time goes
on, however, as mentioned above, this will prove to be increasingly difficult.
Begin talking to your children about careers, training and employment.
A key part of students choosing the right career or future course of
study is talking to parents and carers, as well as school staff, about
what they wish to do. It is important that students understand what
qualifications are needed to apply for different jobs and college places. Often their views are unrealistic and some assume they will be
accepted for college without having the necessary skills and understanding. Others think they know
what a job involves but in reality have very little idea of what happens day to day.

“Parents have a key role to play
in the decision-making and the
general career path your children
choose to pursue”
Midkent College
MidKent College suggests the following ways you can influence
your child:
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•

Having a strong, mature parent-child relationship

•

Setting a good example (socially, personally and professionally) for your child

•

The attitudes, views and values you adopt and express,
the expectations you set for your children’s education,
career and life

•

The opportunities you provide for your children to learn
and develop.
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Safeguarding - Chiltern Way Academy
Dear Parents/Carers,
My name is Emma Bryan and I wanted to introduce myself to you as the newly appointed Chiltern Way Academy Lead Safeguarding, Welfare and Attendance Manager.
I have over 15 years of experience working with children and families in a variety of
roles and across a number of different settings.
Prior to joining the academy I worked for a charity
supporting families in difficulty and crisis to ensure
best outcomes for parents and their children. As a
mother, I know there are times when parenting can
be challenging, and it is at these times it is good to
have support from school. I am excited to have joined
Chiltern Way and am enjoying getting to know all of
the pupils.
As we head towards the Christmas school holidays, I
would like to take the opportunity to remind you of
the need to ensure the appropriate safety measures
are in place with regards to technologies in and around the home. Your internet provider will be able to support you in setting up the appropriate parental controls to block
or filter upsetting or inappropriate content, and control purchases in apps. For more
information about online safety visit https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/
online-safety/
It can be difficult to keep up to date with all the latest apps, games and social media
networks your children and young people are using but it is important they understand
how to keep themselves safe online and ensuring the appropriate privacy settings are
in place. This is especially true where there are chat facilities and friendship requests.
Most apps, games and sites have age restrictions that should be adhered to. For more
information visit https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
Good tips for online behaviour you may wish to share with your children;
•
Be nice. Treat others with respect. Never post hurtful or embarrassing messages.
Always tell an adult about any harassing or bullying messages that others post
•
Think twice before hitting "enter." Never give out personal information such as
phone numbers, addresses… and remember that anything posted can be used against
you
•
Follow the "WWGS?" (What Would Grandma Say?) rule. Never share anything on
social media that you wouldn't want your teachers, future employers — and yes, grandma — to see!
•
Use privacy settings. Privacy settings are important – and never share passwords
•
Don't "friend" strangers. If you don't know them, don't friend them.
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Coats4kids Community Initiative
At The Chiltern Way Academy, we are always looking for new initiatives and ideas to support not
only the families and students of those attending our school, but also those in the wider community.
We are looking to roll out a new community initiative so that kids throughout Buckinghamshire
don’t go cold this winter.
If you have any old coats you wish to donate to the initiative, or have any further questions, please
contact Mr Stibbs at our Wendover Campus on tstibbs@chilternway.org , Ms Bryan at our Prestwood Campus on ebryan@chilternway.org or Mr Mansell at our Bierton Hill Campus on cmansell@
chilternway.org
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World Kindness Day - Wendover

Wendover staff and students celebrated world kindness day on 13th November 2020.
Students and staff wore their own clothes for the day and in return donated items of food and toiletries to donate to the Bucks Angels charity. Bucks Angels take the donations and deliver them to
vulnerable people in the local community in time for Christmas.
We are delighted with the amount of things we collected for the charity and with how kind and
generous our students were.
We also practised random acts of kindness and some of our students did some volunteer work in the
community collecting litter.
We also have a contact at Pladis who have kindly donated 200 Godiva chocolate bars to add to the
donation.
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